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The Last King of Faerie

kinds of weapons. Dru liked to see and touch things, to hear sto-

ries about them. To understand how they worked. That was how

she learned.

This year, her third at Shadowhunter Academy, they had

Downworlder studies, which was split into quarters covering varn-

pires, werewolves, warlocks, and faeries. They were on faeries now:

their history-which Dru liked, as history was always stories-and

the various kinds of faerie nobility and traditions, which she liked

less. Faeries had hoth a lot of traditions and a lot of noble houses

and ranks and there was no understanding thern; they just had to

be memorized.

She and Thais had both been pleasantiy surprised to walk into

class today and find Luke Garroway, the head of the Academy,

there, carrying a stack of maps and instructing them all to get

into fighting gear and meet him outside the farrnhouse to find out

what their assignment was. Luke may have been passing out gear,

but he was in his usual uniform of jeans and a thick plaid shirt.

Dru always liked getting into gear. There was something about

buttoning and zipping herseH into the close-fitting black fabric

and heavy boots that made her feel apafi of all the Shadowhunters

who had gone before her. It helped that she'd brought her mother's

gear jacket to school with her-she and her mom had been shaped

the same, cunier and rounder than most Nephilim-as wearing it
rnade her feei closer to Eleanor.

Thais always looked glamorous in her gear. She was tali and

rengy, with long russet-brown hair streaked with gold lvhere the

sun had lightened it. She had brown skin and freckles on her nose,

and Dru often thought they looked like exact opposites-Dru kept

her pale skin out of the sun, and her choppy hair (she'd cut it to
her shoulders recently, with a pair of duli scissors)was dyed black

as ink, with two deep blue streaks. Where Thais was slim, she was
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The Last Ki ng of Faer-ie

"What kind of signs?" demanded Paige Ashdown,looking as if
she found the whole business tiresome.

"Faeries tend to work with things that already exist in the natu

ral woLld," piped up jane Cartwright. Dru shot her an encouraging

smile-she'd aiways likedJane, who was often shy. "So we want to

look for things that seem like thev belong in nature, but are un-

usual-Iy beautiful or delicately shaped. And v,,e should handle them

carefully."

"That's right," Luke said. He gave then all a measured look.

"The local faeries are cooperating with thi.s exercise. Don't rnake

them sorry they agreed to help."

Mascn rnuttered something under his breath, and Paige snig-

gered. Dru gestured rudeiy at Mason as Luke explained that they

were going to spiit up into groups of two or three and comb the

grounds-the Academywas located on Luke's farm in up.state New

York, and it r,r'as more than sixty acres, so it wasn't a small area-
until seven p.m., when they'd have to return to the farmhouse" Any

sign of faeries they saw was supposed to be collected if possible, or

noted down on their group's map if not.

Dru and Thais didCt need to ask each otheu they kner,r,'already

theyd be a team. Thais turned around so Dru could shove the map

into her backpac.k, holding the mass of her wavy hair up and out of
the way so it wouldn t get caught in the zipper.

Mason Hardcastle sauntered up just as Dru had finished .with

the pack and was giving Thais's shoulder a pat to let her know she

was al1 set.

"May'be you two should change it up a littie," he said. He low-

ered his voice. "The three of us are the best here. If we team up,

we'llwin."
"What, you dont thinkyour friends are the best?" Dru inquired

arctrly, shooting a dark 1oo

direction. She'd known Pa

had been friendly with th,

always been unpleasanl

weight, and her enthusi:
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Dru zipped her gear ja,
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Drushrugged, "Bu:.:
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get going?"

Thais winked.''i,-.-,".,-

Druhurriedto jointh
curved through the fr.-:-
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ing amused.
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The Last King of Faerie

"I know," Thais said, because of course she did. "But just be-

cause he said that doesrt'16sx1-"
*Yes, it does." Dru snorted. "Guys like that-theywant to make

out with a girl who looks like me, but they'd never admit to their

friends they actuallyliked her. So he just lurks around, hoping he

can drag me off into a closet somewhere for a furtive groping ses-

sion. Lurk, lurk, lurk. He's like a . . . a sex crocodile."

'A what?" Thais laughed.

Dru couldnt keep her mouth from twitching into a smile.

"Crocodiles lurk underwater, waiting until their prey gets close

enough for them to strike. Flavenit you seen Rogue Crocodile?"

"No one but you has seen Rogue Crocodile." Thais did draw the

line at some horror movies, especially the bloodier ones. As far as

Dru was concerned, there were no lines to draw Nothing scared

her. Nothing in a movie, anyway.

That had all been hours ago, before sunset. Now the moon was

a sliver in the sky, and the spring fields thatspread out around

them were so dark that even Dru s Night Vision rune wasnlt totally

disp elling the shadows.

The trees whispered eerily in the breeze, making Dru shiver.

Not that she was scared, she reminded herself. She was-worried.

Where was everyone else? Why couldn't she hear them? Sure1y

the other students were also blundering around the countryside,

searching for signs of the Fair Folk? Cairns of stones, circular rings

of mushroorns, moss growing inunusualpatterns, the oddbehav-

ior of animals, especiallybirds . . .

Luke had said there would be evidence for them to find, but so

far they hadn't seen even a single mushroom growing in a suspect

way, or a blorrrn dandelion clock. In fact, they'd found sweet fuck-

all, as Dru's friend l(it liked to say. He'd been living in England for

headed off into the -. h;:,-
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low heels of her boots ca
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The Last King ot Faerie

base, surely too symmetrical to be natural. Dru dropped to her

knees and peered at it. She couki see no-r-hing but darkness, but
it was an odd sort of darkness-a darkness that shifted, almost

r,r,:riggledabit,..

JulianwaulddeJtnitelg tellmenotta do this, she thought, and stuck

her head into the hole in the tree.

It turned out the darkness was peculiarly shallow. Perhaps an

inch of blaci<ness, which gave way to an iliuminated tunnel inside.

A tunnei that sioped gently downward, its walls veined with tree

roots, a soft light puising liom a torch set into the wall. The torch-

light had a pale, darting qualitir, iike a will-o'-the-wisp dancing

liuougli branches.

Faetielight,Dru thought. Her heart was beating rapidiy. All she

rrad to do was crawl into the tunnel and retrieve the torch-it was

inccntrovertible proof of faerie presence. With her hand on the

seraph biade at her waist, she inched iorward, the dry crunch of
mead,;w grass gir.ing way to packed earth.

The hole in the tree rvas narrow, but with a wiggle, she was

through, and standing up inside the tr.rnnel. A leaf liad caught in
her hair; she shook her head impatientiy and made her way over to

the torch.

Ii v,,a-s ciearly of faerie workmanship, delicately carve<i of pale

gray stone, burning vr.ith a smokeless flame. As she reached for

it, the lick of fire flared up, iliuminating the tunnel with a mo-

mentary eiaylight glare.

The iigi-rt oniy lasted for a moment-the flarne sputtered lorv

to a dull red glow Dru found herself -ctanding in near darkness,

though her Night Vision rune allorved her to see-not as weii as if
there were light, but enough to rnake out that the tunnel was sud-

denly full of movement. Then she heard a sound. An eerie, high-

pitched repetitive sound, like rnirthless giggling.

The hair rose on the ba

free of the wall andbegan

But there didnt seem

underground corridor strr

ing with roots and vines. I

out into the night. She wa

She wondered if this w

sometimes crush)Jaime tr

Faerie two years ago and h

he was still alive-she lnc

trapping a person.

Youhnowbetter thanto c

voice in her head, a little

don' t r eco gnize when s ometl

lem is that gou go dhetd anl

She cursed silently, im

of and some she was prt

sighed, pressed her back r

way slowly down the tm:
knew it might simply leac

Because she was defi.r

fromJulians andEmma's

She could feel the change

lar to how air in old cathe

here suddenly smelled di

like a gardenbutlike the r

strangely familiar about i
Familiar, but also omil

ows, and she heard agai

pushed off the dirtwall u

away from the laughter.
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